
 

 
 

OUR CLIENT: Contact Energy NZ 

INDUSTRY: Oil and Gas 

VALUE: NZ$10M 

OVERVIEW: The gas yard was upgraded to accept a new 18 inch pipeline from the Ahuroa gas 
storage facility. The yard was controlled from three separate control locations; a local 
operator panel, an HMI in the power station control room and an HMI at a remote oil 
production station. Each location utilised different HMI technology.    
 

The aim of the project was to program, test and commission twenty one different 
switching sequences and install new equipment to allow simplified selection of gas 
routing. The routing was to be selectable from the three separate control locations, 
supplying four end users.  
 

ENGINEERING: 
 

ECL engineers developed, tested and commissioned the systems, supplying all the 
required documentation. 
A Rockwell Control Logix PLC and Panelview HMI was utilised for local control. 
A Hima HIMatrix F35 SIL3 rated safety PLC was integrated into the existing Hima 
HIMax SIL3 rated safety shutdown system, this allowed SIL rated shutdown capability 
for the new 18 inch pipeline from the Ahuroa gas storage facility.    
 

The commissioning was staged to minimize the disruption to the daily running of the 
yard. 

OUTCOME: 

 

Operations staff now has a simple selection process for    
re-routing gas between multiple users. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The project was completed on time, within budget and 
with no lost time incidents.  
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